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ADVERTISEMENT, 


BY    ANOTHER    HAND. 


THE  fubfeqiient  difcourfe  was  delivered  to  a 
deeply  ImprelTed  audience  upon  an  occafion  fmgu- 
larly  afFeaing.  The  elded  daughter  of  the  preacher, 
^t.  12,  whofe  mind  was  uncommonly  matured  and 
cultivated  at  her  age,  whofe  virtues  fmgularly  endear- 
ed her  to  her  aifeftionate  parents  and  friends,  and 
for  v/honi  a  plan  of  education,  highly  favourable  to 
the  enlargement  of  her  ftrong  mental  powers  had 
been  formed,  and  hitherto  fuccefsfully  purfued,  had 
been  configned  to  the  grave  on  the  preceding  day. 
A  beloved  wife  and  two  other  children  were  fick  at 
the  fame  moment.  An  engaging  infant  of  14 
months  had  been  rem.oved  about  a  year  before. 
Another,  their  only  furviving  daughter,  of  4  years 
and  3  months,  of  very  promifmg  capacity  and  amia- 
ble temper,  was  enduring  with  a  Vv'omanly  fortitude, 
which  furprifed  fpedators,  the  pangs  of  a  very  tor- 
turing difeafe,  which  on  the  Friday  fucceeding,  gave 
her  aifo  a  prey  to  death. 

The  ftate  of  the  family  allowed  but  a  few  hours, 
redeemed  from  the  time  ufually  devoted  to  repofe, 

*  The  Rev.  Jon.  Homer  of  this  town,  of  whofe  kind  attention,  and  Chrif, 
tian  fympathy  toward  me,  and  my  late  diflrelTed  family,  I  wifti  ever  to 
retain  a  grateful  fenfe ;  and  feel  myfelf  happy  in  having  this  opportunity 
publickly  to  recognize  my  obligation  to  him,  as  well  as  to  my  friends  and 
congregation  at  large. 

JOSEPH  GRAFTON. 

Newton,  March  4,  1S03. 


to  arrange  in  the  mind  of  the  preacher,  a  difcourfc 
diftated  by  the  overwhelmed  feelings  of  the  wound- 
ed parent,  and  the  adoring  fubmiflion  of  the  Chriftian 
minifler.  His  ever-attentive,  affeftionate  and  fympa- 
thifing  flock  have  folicited  their  paflor  to  recoiled 
and  commit  the  difcourfe  delivered  on  the  occafion 
to  the  prefs.  It  was  defigned  not  for  the  critic  ear, 
but  for  the  candid,  the  feeling  heart.  If  it  be  blelT- 
ed  for  the  religious  edification  of  the  reader,  it  will 
meet  the  firfl  wifhes  of  the  author,  whofe  wounded 
bofom  will  find  a  balm  in  adminiftering  inflrudion 
or  confolation  to  his  fellow-fufFerers  in  the  vale  of 
mortality. 
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FUNERAL    SERMON. 


Job  ix.  12. 

BEHOLD,  HE  TAKETH  AWAY^  WHO  CAN  HINDER  HIM? 
WHO  WILL  SAY  UNTO  HIM,   WHAT  DO  EST  THOU? 

JL  HIS,  and  the  fubfequent  chapter, 
contains  the  reply  of  Job  to  Bildad,  one  of  his  three 
friends,  who  vifited  him  in  his  afflidlion.  In  the 
verfes  preceding  the  text,  there  is  a  grand  and  juft 
defcription  of  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God.  He  is 
wife  in  heart,  and  mighty  injirength.  The  great  Je- 
hovah is  wife  in  all  his  purpofes.  His  underftand- 
ing  is  infinite.  With  one  comprehenfive  view,  he 
penetrates  all  worlds,  beings  and  defigns.  None  can 
deceive  him,  neither  is  there  any  "  wifdom,  or  coun- 
fel  againft  the  Lord."  Mighty  injirength.  The 
power  of  God  is  as  confpicuous  as  his  wifdom. 
"  Let  there  be  light,"  was  the  mandate  of  the  great 
Creator,  ''  and  there  was  light."  "  He  fpake,  and 
it  was  done."  Not  only  is  the  power  of  God  ex- 
hibited in  creation,  but  in  his  governing  the  moral 
and  natural  worlds.  How  frequently  was  the  arm  of 
his  omnipotence  exerted,  in  the  behalf  of  his  ancient 
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people,  for  their  defence  and  falvation ;  and  in  the 
deilraclion  of  his  and  their  enemies.  How  fubhme- 
ly  is  liis  "  mighty  ftrength"  and  influence  in  the  nat- 
ural world  reprefented  in  the  following  declaration  : 
"  Which  removeth  the  mountains,  and  they  know 
not ;  which  fhaketh  the  earth  out  of  her  place,  and 
the  pillars  thereof  tremble*  Who  doeth  great  things 
paft  finding  out,  yea,  and  wonders  without  num- 
ber :"  and  it  is  added  in  the  text,  "  Behold,  he  tak- 
eth  away  ;  who  can  hinder  him  ?  "Who  will  fay  un- 
to him,  What  doefl  thou  ?" 

From  the  paflage,  we  are  led  to  inquire  what  it 
is  that  God  takes  away  from  his  people  ?  It  will  be 
neceifary  to  obferve  in  the  firfl  place,  that  there  are 
fome  things  which  he  never  takes  away,  viz. — his  love 
toward  them  in  Chrift  ;  his  grace  beftowed  upon 
them  in  regeneration,  and  their  interefl  in  his  ev^r- 
lafting  kingdom.  No,  my  brethren,  when  clouds 
and  darknefs  are  round  about  us  ;  when  fore  afflic- 
tions prefs  us  down,  it  is  a  fource  of  confolation  to 
the  real  Chriflian,  that  God's  love  is  eternal,  and  that 
the  believer,  in  all  his  trials  and  temptations,  "  i$ 
kept  by  his  mighty  power,  through  faith  unto  falva- 
tion.** A  mother  may  forget  her  fucking  child  ; 
but  God  never,  no,  never  forgets  his  people.  And 
when  we  queftion  this  cardinal  dodrine  of  the  Bible, 
how  many  are  our  fears !  how  flufl:uating  our  hope  i 
how  fmall  our  fpiritual  confolation  !  "  The  gifts 
and  callings  of  God  are  without  repentance."  Job, 
the  afflided  author  of  the  text,  could  fay  under  all 
his  diflrefs,  "  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth."  It 
appears  then,   that  the   paffage   intends    temporal 


bleffings  and  prefent  enjoyments  that  "He  taketh 
uway." 

As  our  times,  and  all  we  poiTefs,  are  in  the  hand, 
and  at  the  difpofal  of  the  Lord,  he  takes  them  away, 
when  and  how  he  pleafeth.  This  obfervation  was 
peculiarly  verified  in  Job.  One  day  living  in  afflu- 
ence, furrounded  with  his  children,  rejoicing  with 
his  friends,  reigning  as  a  prince  ;  the  next,  his  prop- 
erty torn  from  him,  his  children  all  deftroyed  to- 
gether, his  honour  laid  in  the  duft,  his  friends  turn- 
ed his  accufers,  and  his  body  filled  with  diftrefs. 
How  fudden  the  change  !  How  great  the  contraft  ! 
But,  amidft  his  accumulated  afflidion,  he  looked  be- 
yond the  agency  of  fecond  caufes,  and  viewed  the 
hand  of  God.  He  acknowledged  the  all-wife  gov- 
ernment of  the  fupreme  Jehovah,  and  then  exclaim- 
ed with  admiration,  "  Behold  !" — -What  ?  Not  my 
former  profperity ;  not  the  fudden  change  in  my 
circumftances  ;  not  my  bereaved,  my  afflided,  my 
defpifed  condition ;  but,  "  Behold,  he,"  *  who  is  wife 
in  heart,  and  mighty  in  flrength,'  "  be  taketh  away." 

"While  men  doubt  the  government  of  God,  deny 
his  agency,  or  fret  at  difappointment,  under  be- 
reavements =  they  are  unhappy  :  But  when  they  view 
in  their  misfortunes  his  holy  hand,  and  cordially 
fubmit  to  divine  providence,  they  pofiefs  a  fource  of 
confolation,  and  rejoice  that "  the  Lord  reigneth."  It 
is  a  peculiar  and  real  advantage  of  divine  revelation, 
that  it  is  a  mirror,  in  which  the  true  believer  view?  the 


^0 


great  Jehovah  fitting  at  the  head  of  univerfal  gov-* 
ernment,  "  ordering  all  things  after  the  counfel  of 
his  own  will ;"  and  who  has  declared,  that  all  things 
work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love  him. 
This  is  a  fentiment  fraught  with  confolation,  and  cal- 
culated to  fupport  the  mind  under  every  trial  to 
which  we  are  fubje£i:ed  in  this  world  of  forrow.  I 
have  no  doubt  but  Job  faw  and  firmly  believed  this, 
when  he  uttered  the  text—"  He  taketh  away  j  who* 
can  hinder  him  ?" 

*'  Who  can  hinder  him  ?"  This  is  a  very  impol'-' 
tant  interrogation.  It  implies  the  univerfal  domin- 
ion and  almighty  power  of  God.  "  Who  can  hin- 
der him  ?'*  None.  No  power  can  vie  with  the 
Lord's  J  no  one  hath  an  arm  like  the  Almighty.  Such 
is  our  attachment  to  this  world,  to  our  property, 
ourfelves,  and  our  dear  offspring,  that  when  we  ap- 
prehend them  in  danger,  we  fear  the  ftroke,  and  en- 
deavour to  evade  it.  And  indeed  it  is  our  duty  fo 
to  do,  in  fubmilfion  to  the  will  of  God,  trufting  in 
his  providence  and  feeking  his  bleffing.  But  when 
it  pleafeth  him,  in  his  all-wife  government,  to  affli£t 
us,  either  in  the  lofs  of  wealth,  friends,  children,  rel- 
atives or  health  ;  however  affeding  the  fcene,  how- 
ever anxious  or  unreconciled  the  mind,  it  will  avail 
us  nothing  ;  for  "  he  doeth  his  will  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth." 
How  recently  have  fome  of  us  been  taught,  by  pain- 
ful experience,  that  all  our  precautions,  our  provident 
care,  and  our  parental  affedions,  are  infufficient  to 
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fecure  the  one,  or  to  retain  the  other  !  And  how- 
ever our  plans  may  be  difconcerted,  our  hopes  blaft- 
ed,  our  ftreams  of  comfort  fail  us  in  fwift  fucceffion, 
and  we  left  hopelefs  and  forlorn,  yet  "Who  can 
hinder  him,'*  or  prevent  the  evil. 

Often,  were  it  in  our  power,  Ihould  we  flay  the 
hand  of  God,  and  prevent  the  ftrokes  of  his  chaftif- 
ing  rod.  But,  my  brethren,  man  knoweth  not  what 
is  good  for  him  ;  the  cloud  that  gathers  around,  and 
envelopes  us  in  darknefs,  which  we  endeavour  to  ef- 
cape,  may  be  defigned  for  our  beft  intereft ;  and 
often  the  good  we  poflefs  is  taken  from  us,  and  the 
pleafmg  profpedls  we  anticipate,  we  are  not  permit- 
ted to  enjoy.  The  former,  perhaps,  we  too  highly 
prized,  and  the  latter  we  too  much  calculated  upon. 
By  our  lofs  of  the  one,  and  difappointment  in  the 
other,  we  are  taught  the  fovereignty  of  Jehovah, 
and  our  dependence  upon  him  for  every  enjoyment, 
and  its  continuance. 

Were  we  permitted  uninterruptedly  to  enjoy  the 
bleffings  of  life,  and  experience  no  forrow  in  our 
cup,  we  fhould  forget  the  Lord,  and  place  our  fu- 
preme  affection  upon  earthly  felicity,  to  the  entire 
negle^  of  future  and  immortal  good.  But,  "  he 
taketh  away,  who  can  hinder  him  ?'*  And  it  is  add- 
ed in  the  text,  "  Who  will  fay  unto  him,  What  doefl 
thou?" 

"  Who  will  fay  unto  him.  What  doefl  thou  ?" 
either  by  difputing  his  will,  denying  his  authority. 
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difparaging  his  wifdom,  taxing  his  juflice,  or  im- 
peaching his  goodnefs  ?  Who  hath  a  right,  or  who 
durft,  however  atflidled,  to  fay  unto  him,  Why  hath 
he  dealt  thus  with  me  ? 

"  Nor  Gabriel  aflcs  the  reafon  why, 
"  Nor  God  the  reafon  gives." 

It  is  but  too  common  with  us,  when  bereaved  oF 
dear  relations,  and  when  under  the  chaftifmg  hand 
of  God,  to  fay,  *'  See  if  there  be  any  forrow  like  un- 
to my  forrov/,**  and  to  imagine,  that  if  it  were  oF 
any  other  kind,  we  could  more  eafily  fubmit  to  the 
divine  will.  Thus  we  often  hear  the  bereaved  and 
forrowing,  ejtpreffing  themfelves  in  mournful  ac- 
cents— "  If  it  were  not  the  dear  partner  of  my  bo- 
fom,  I  could  have  borne  it. — Had  it  not  been  my 
only,  my  favourite  child,  I  could  have  held  my 
peace  ;  but  my  hope,  my  comforts  are  fled  togeth- 
er.— Mufl  I  fuffer  all  this  ?  Aijy  thing  but  poverty 
and  dependence." 

But  paufe  a  moment,  thou  child  of  wo  ;  fupprefs 
this  plaintive  tale.  To  mourn  the  lofs  of  friends 
and  dear  connexions,  is  laudable,  is  right.  Relrg'- 
ion  does  not  eradicate,  or  lelTen  our  natural  aifec- 
tions ;  but  refines  and  regulates  them.  Jefus,  our 
companionate  Redeemer,  wept  at  the  grave  of  Laz= 
arus,  his  friend.  We  may  mourn  under,  but  not 
murmur  at,  the  chaftifmg  hand  of  God. 

From  the  preceding  obfervations,  -we  piafs  to  fome 
ainprove merit  of  the  fubje6t. 


.  I.  We  infer  how  competent  the  great  Jehovah- 
IS,  to  govern  the  univerfe.  "  Wife  in  heart,  and 
mighty  in  ftrength."  "  A  God  of  truth,  and  without 
iniquity."  All  his  attributes  are  infinite.  He  can- 
not err ;  he  cannot  do  injuftice  to  any  of  his  crea- 
tures. Too  wife  to  miitake,  too  good  to  be  un- 
kind. Whoever  acknowledgeth  a  Supreme  Being 
("  ^nd  that  there  is  a  God  above  us,  all  nature 
fpeaks  aloud,  through  all  her  works")  muft  neceffa- 
riiy  allow,  that  he  ads  from  motive,  and  is  accom- 
plifhing  fome  important  defigns.  Not  to  admit  this, 
is  to  reduce  the  Deity  to  a  mere  ftatue.  But  when 
our  ideas  of  God  are  juft,  and  regulated  by  the  light 
of  divine  revelation,  we  view  him  as  ''poflefrmg  every 
poffible  perfedion,  acting  from  motive,  governing 
all  things  wifely,  and  all  occurrences,  however  dark 
and  intricate  to  us,  as  eventually  terminating  in 
his  declarative  glory,  and  the  beft  good  of  all  who 
love  him. 

2.  The  fubjeQ:  teaches  us  what  is  our  duty,  un- 
der  the  afflidive  hand  of  God,  and  the  bereaving 
ftrokes  of  diyine  providence.  "  He  taketh  away.'* 
And  hath  he  not  a  jtift  right  fo  to  do?  Hath  he 
taken  from  us  any  thing,  any  blefllng,  or  any  com- 
fort, but  what  he  gave  us  ?  Hath  he  taken  from  us 
any  enjoyment  but  what  was  his  own,  and  to  which 
he  had  ^n  indifputable  right  ?  Surely  not.  When 
we  caft  our  eyes  around  the  congregation,  how  are 
they  affeded  by  the  fable  hangings  of  mourning,  the 
appendages  of  death  !    One  grieving  for  the  lofs  of 
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an  affe£lionate  hufband ;  another,  a  kind,  a  tender 
wife ;  a  third,  a  dear,  a  promifing  child,  or,  perhaps, 
children.     He  hath  taken  them  away,  and  we  could 
not  hinder.     No,  no.     With  what  avidity  fhould  I 
have  fnatched  my  dear  daughter  from  the  hand  of 
death,  had  it  been  in  my  power.     And  I  doubt  not, 
my  dear  forrowing  friends,  you  would  have  done 
the  fame,  by  your  departed  relatives.     But,  fliall  we 
fay  unto  him,  in  oppofition  to  his  will,  and  by  com- 
plaining of  his  government,  "  What  doefl  thou  ?'* 
God  forbid.      Rather  let  us  fay,  "  the  Lord  gave, 
and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  bleffed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord.'*     Inftead  of  repining  at  our 
lofles,  let  us  cheerfully  fubmit  to  God,  and  praife 
his  name  that  he  gave  us  fuch  bleflings,  and  con- 
tinued them  with  us  fo  long.      Although  he  giveth 
not  an  account  of  his  matters,  (/.  f.  a  full  account 
and  the  reafons  of  his   conduQ;)  yet  we   have   the 
greateft  evidence  to  believe,  that  "  He  is  wife  in 
heart,  and  righteous  in  all  his  ways."    "  Shall  not," 
will  not,,  doth  not  "  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  do 
right  ?"     Yes,  verily. 

3.  Let  it  be  our  care,  that  we  wifely  and  relig- 
ioufly  improve  our  bereavements  and  afflidions.  If 
the  gifts  are  fo  good,  if  the  enjoyment  is  fo  pleafant, 
and  our  parting  with  them  fo  painful,  how  good 
muft  be  the  giver  ;  and  if  the  ftreams  are  fo  delight- 
^  ful,  how  fatisfaftory  mufl  it  be  to  partake  of  the 
fountain.  While,  therefore,  we  experience  the  un- 
certainty of  earthly  good  j  while  we  mourn  the  lof$ 
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xA  our  beft  and  deareft  terreftrial  enjoyments ;  let 
us  feek  to  God,  that  we  may  obtain  the  bleffings  of 
grace,  and  lay  up  for  ourfelves  a  treafure  in  heaven, 
which  time  cannot  take  from  us,  which  ficknefs  or 
death  cannot  rob  us  of ;  but  the  bleffings  and  enjoy- 
ments of  which  will  run  parallel  with  the  number- 
lefs  ages  of  eternity. 

*  ' 
It  is  the  province,  the  peculiar  advantage  of  re- 
ligion, to  impart  confolation,  and  to  give  fupport  to 
the  mind,  when  every  earthly  friend  and  comfort 
fails  us.  The  real  Chriftian,  in  all  his  trials  and  af- 
flidions,  poiTeffes  a  fource  of  inward  joy  and  peace. 
The  language  of  his  faith  is,  "  Though  he  flay  me, 
yet  will  I  truft  in  him  j"  and,  "  Though  1  walk 
through  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  death,  I  will 
fear  no  evil."  A  few  nionths  lince,  I  was  called  to 
vifit  a  dying  Chriftian,  a  perfon  who  had  as  much 
to  attach  him  to  life  as  moft  men.  When  he  ap- 
prehended himfelf  near  eternity,  he  faid  to  me,  "  Mr. 
G.  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  No,  no  !  I  know  that 
my  Redeemer  liveth."  I  repeated  fome  paffages  of 
fcripture,  applicable  to  the  dying  faint,  and  among 
others,  the  following ;  "  Yea,  though  I  walk  through 
the  valley  of  the  fhadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no 
evil."  He  replied  with  great  animation,  "  Th^Jhad' 
ow  of  death,"  expatiated  upon  the  phrafe,  and  then 
added,  "  dying  to  the  Chriftian,  is  only  paffing 
through  ft  Jhadow.  My  divine  Lord  has  tafted 
death  for  me  ;  I  have  only  ih^Jhade,  the  Jhadow  of 
death  to  pafs,  to  fee  my  dear  Saviour."  Thus  died 
this  good  man. 
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The  occafion  will  admit  an  addrefs  to  thofe  who 
are  parents  ;  from  the  confideration,  that "  He  tak* 
eth  away,  and  none  can  hinder  him.'* 

Permit  me  to  exhort  you,  to  attend  to  the  fpiritu- 
al  concerns  and  the  eternal  interefl  of  your  dear 
children.  We  know  not,  my  friends,  how  foon 
God  may  take  them  from  us.  Already  hath  death 
entered  into  many  of  our  chambers,  and  cut  off  our 
children  from  without.  How  far  it  may  pleafe  the 
Lord  to  permit  his  ravages,  none  of  us  know.  As 
parents,  we  defire  their  lives  and  health  to  be  con- 
tinued ;  we  rejoice  in  their  temporal  profperity  ;  and 
ought  we  not  to  be  folicitous  for  their  future  and 
eternal  welfare  ?  Surely  we  ought.  Important  are 
the  duties  devolving  upon  parents.  It  is  our  duty 
to  "  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of 
the  Lord."  We  Ihould  pray  with  and  for  them.  It 
is  our  duty  to  inflru6J:,  to  advife,  and  to  reftrain  them. 
And  what  is  of  great  importance,  both  as  it  refpeds 
their  moral  character,  and  their  religious  advantage, 
is  the  good  example  of  parents.  It  anufl  be  acknowl- 
edged, that  the  mofl  pious  cannot  impart  grace  to 
their  children ;  yet,  while  difcharging  their  duty,  God 
may  accompany  their  endeavours  with  his  bleffing, 
and  they  feel  the  importance,  as  well  as  enjoy  the 
advantages,  of  remembering  their  Creator  in  the 
days  of  their  youth.  On  the  other  hand,  how  keen 
will  be  the  refledions,  which  mufl  pierce  th€  parent's 
breaft,  when  he  ftands  by  the  bed  of  his  dying  child, 
and  is  confcious  that  he  has  been  inattentive  to  its 
immortal  interefl  ! 
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If  fuch  are  the  indifpenfable  duties  of  parents  to- 
ward their  children,  it  is  no  lefs  your  duty,  my 
young  friends,  to  liften  to  their  good,  their  afiedion- 
ate,  and  their  religious  inftruftions.  And  not  only 
to  attend  to  the  good  advice  of  your  parents,  but  to 
hear  the  inftruftions  of  Heaven.  The  young  are 
particularly  addrelTed  in  the  facred  fcriptures,  and 
are  exhorted  "  to  remember  their  Creator  in  the 
days  of  their  youth  ;"  to  fear,  to  love,  and  to  ferve 
the  Lord.  Occafions  and  fubjeds  frequently  occur, 
which  lead  the  minifters  of  religion  to  addrefs  the 
youth  of  their  congregations.  With  peculiar  pleaf- 
ure,  my  young  friends,  have  I  often  called  your  at- 
tention to  the  important  concerns  of  your  fouls.  Di- 
vine providence  hath  furnifhed  me  with  a  new  text ; 
the  death  of  my  dear  daughter,  the  companion  of 
fome  of  you.  Yes,  fhe  is  dead  !  The  Lord  hath  tak- 
en her  away,  and  I  could  not  "  hinder  him,"  nei- 
ther have  I  any  right  to  "  fay  unto  him.  What  doeft 
thou  ?"  This  day  fortnight,  fhe  was  in  yonder  feat, 
mingling  her  little  voice  with  your's,  fmging  the 
praifes  of  the  Lord.  But  now  her  eyes  are  clofed  in 
death ;  her  body  committed  to  the  dark  and  fileht 
grave ;  her  immortal  fpirit  has  afcended  to  God  who 
gave  it ;  and  I  can  cheerfully  refign  her  to  him,  who 
is  both  good  and  juft.  Your  health  and  life  are  as 
precarious  as  were  her's.  What,  my  young  friends, 
if  it  had  been  one  of  you,  inftead  of  her  ?  Permit  me 
then,  with  all  the  feelings  of  a  parent,  with  a  lincere 
and  an  aife^ionate  defire,  as  your  minifter,  for  your 
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eternal  welfare,  to  exhort  you  to  attend  to  the  fal- 
vation  of  your  immortal  fouls.  Seek,  O  my  young 
friends,  feek  religion  as  your  greatefl  intereft. 
"  Seek  firft  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  righteouf- 
nefs,  then  all  other  things  fhall  be  added  unto  you." 
O  hear  the  gracious  declaration  of  the  Saviour,  un- 
der the  appellation  of  wifdom,  "  I  love  them  who 
love  me,  and  thofe  who  feek  me  early  Ihall  find  me." 
Young  people  are  prone  to  poftpone  religious  con- 
cerns, by  hoping  they  fhall  live  many  years,  and 
Ihall  find  a  more  convenient  feafon  than  the  prefent. 
But  in  this  inflance  of  death,  (as  well  as  in  many 
others)  you  are  taught,  that  God  "  taketh  away" 
in  the  bloom  of  youth,  in  the  morning  of  life.  The 
Lord  grant  you  grace,  that  you  may  hear  his  voice 
in  this  difpenfation  of  his  holy  providence  j  that  you 
may  feel  the  importance  of  being  prepared  for  death 
when  young  ;  that  you  may  comply  with  the  meth- 
od of  falvation  ;  and  by  obtaining  real  religion,  you 
may  "  lay  up  in  ftore  for  yourfelves  a  good  founda- 
tion againfl  the  time  to  come." 

It  might  too  much  expofe  the  feelings  of  a  fond 
parent,  or  betray  too  much  of  the  weaknefs  of  hu- 
man nature,  to  notice  at  this  time,  and  to  this  aflem- 
bly,  the  fweetnefs  of  temper,  the  capacity  and  thirft, 
which  the  deceafed  poffeiled  for  ufeful  knowledge 
and  improvement.  But,  as  dear  as  my  daughter  was 
to  me,  I  fincereiy  aver  to  you,  my  young  friends,  that 
fuch  is  my  defire  for  your  falvation,  that  if  her  death 
fhould  be  a  mean,  under  God,  of  your  fpiritual  and 
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eternal  life,  it  would  operate  as  another  and  an  im- 
portant argument  to  part  with  her. 

The  Lord  grant  us  grace,  that  we  may  all  be  pre- 
pared for  his  holy  will ;  that  we  may  meet,  with  Chrif- 
tian  fortitude  and  refignation,  the  future  fcenes  of 
life,  efpecially  myfelf  and  diftreifed  family  ;  and  fi^ 
nally,  through  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  mediation 
of  our  Lord  Jefus,  may  we  meet  in  his  heavenly 
kingdom,  where  there  is  "  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  plea- 
fures  for  evermore  j"  "  Where  forrow,  ficknefs  oy 
death  Ihall  never  enter."    AMEN. 
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